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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-449
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Sheriff
Date of Introduction: July 24, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, PHS, F
Date of Analysis: July 26, 2012
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 636 – Traffic and Parking – to repeal the existing Part 4 – Red Light and Speed Violations – and enact a new Part 4 – Red Light Violations.  The bill also amends Chapter 111 – Special Revenue and Trust Accounts – to create a new Sec. 111.397 – Sheriff’s Red Light Safety Revenue Fund.  
Background Information: The amendments allow the City to implement a red light camera enforcement system in compliance with the Mark Wandall Traffic Safety Act passed by the Florida Legislature in 2010 that authorized the use of red light enforcement cameras in the state.  That act preempts the regulation of automated red light enforcement cameras to the state, which invalidated much of the City’s former ordinance on the subject.  The new section of the Traffic and Parking Code authorizes the Sheriff to implement and utilize traffic infraction detectors in accordance with state law to issuing notices of violations and/or traffic citations to enforce the State of Florida Uniform Traffic Code.  The new special revenue fund is created to receive the revenues from such automated red light enforcement, with the Sheriff authorized to expend monies from the fund to provide for expenses of operating a traffic infraction detector program, as authorized by the Code.  The Sheriff is required to make a detailed annual report to the City Council on the revenues and expenditures of the fund by August 15th, and to transfer into the General Fund by September 1st the amount of any net revenue over expenditures received into the trust fund during the last reporting period.
Policy Impact Area: Traffic safety; red light camera enforcement
Fiscal Impact: The Council Auditor reports that the administration has budgeted $1.5 million in revenue from red light camera operations for the FY12-13 budget.
Analyst: Clements
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